
As part of our approach, we contribute 
thoughtfully and proactively to government 
and regulatory consultations where 
appropriate, helping to inform and shape 
policies to create lasting progress for the 
benefit of our clients. 

To stimulate innovation and improve 
industry standards within responsible 
investment, we participate in numerous 
investor bodies to discuss and promote 
best practice. On climate initiatives, we 
work through our membership of the 
Institutional Investors Group on Climate 
Change, which is the European membership 
body for investor collaboration on climate 
change, where we play an active role in 
several working groups. We also contribute 
to climate change work by wider industry 
groups such as the UK’s Investment 
Association and the Investment Company 
Institute in North America.

We have published various papers on 
climate change and regularly promote  
these through webinars and meetings  
with clients.

4. Advocacy and thought leadership

Recent publications on climate change
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In 2021, Columbia Threadneedle Investments committed to an ambition of reaching 
net zero* emissions by 2050 or sooner across all assets under management, as a 
signatory to the Net Zero Asset Managers Initiative.

We have been working on implementing this commitment 
by developing a methodology, and identifying an initial set of 
strategies which will be managed using net zero investing 
principles. This paper sets out the approach we are taking, 
and some of the challenges and methodological choices we 
are making. 

This paper sets out our approach to listed equities and 
corporate bonds. We also have methodologies in place or 
under development for other asset classes.

Principles underpinning our net zero approach

We have identified three principles to guide our approach to net 
zero, which have helped with some of the choices we have made 
along the way.

*Net zero refers to a state in which the greenhouse gases going into the atmosphere are balanced by the removal out of the atmosphere. Source: As of July 2022 https://netzeroclimate.org/what-is-net-zero/
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At a glance  

  There is increasing pressure on corporates to reduce their greenhouse gas 
emissions to limit global warming – many net zero commitments either implicitly or 
explicitly rely on carbon ‘offsetting’.

  The voluntary carbon market is growing quickly and over $1bn worth of carbon 
credits were transacted on the market in 2021.

  We outline our principles on when companies should use carbon offsets and explore 
our engagement with businesses, especially in high impact sectors.
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At a glance

 > Net zero’ emissions commitments from investors have gathered huge  
momentum – with over $60 trillion committed by asset managers.

 > Several methodologies have emerged to define what ‘net zero’ investing 
means in practice.

 > Our approach is based on the Net Zero Investment Framework, which we 
helped to develop. 

 > We highlight five key challenges we have identified so far in our own  
implementation process. 
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