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Hydrogen Council
Welcomes Toyota
Chairman Takeshi
Uchiyamada as New
Co-chair

  

July 28, 2020

The Hydrogen Council is proud to introduce Takeshi Uchiyamada, Chairman of Toyota Motor Corporation, as the coalition’s new Co-

 Together with Hydrogen Council Co-chair since 2017, chair. Benoît Potier, Chairman and CEO of Air Liquide, Takeshi Uchiyamada will

preside over the Hydrogen Council Board and work closely with member CEOs to take the global hydrogen industry to the next level.

Hydrogen Council Co-chairs - Handover

Hyundai Motor Group Executive Vice Chairman Euisun Chung (left) hands over his role of Hydrogen Council Co-chair to Toyota Motor Corporation Chairman Takeshi

Uchiyamada (right).

During my term as Co-chair, I would like to support the global response to some of today’s major challenges and help to address the

pressing issue of climate change.

— Takeshi Uchiyamada, Chairman of Toyota Motor Corporation

Hyundai Motor Group Executive Vice Chairman Euisun Chung, who served as Co-chair of the Hydrogen Council throughout 2019 until

July 2020, welcomes Takeshi Uchiyamada in his new role: “In this time of unprecedented challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic, I

have full con�dence that with their leadership and commitment Chairmen Potier (Air Liquide) and Uchiyamada (Toyota Motor

Corporation) will drive the Hydrogen Council to a bright future.”

Learn more about our new Co-chair and his views for the hydrogen industry as we enter what will be the decade of hydrogen, in this

interview.

Why is now the time to invest in and scale up hydrogen?

“Hydrogen is changing the face of transport and is poised to do even more. From powering cars to heating homes, we’re moving

towards a hydrogen-based society. Unlike other energy sources, hydrogen only produces water, and is easy to store and transport in

large amounts.

Over the last ten years, there have been many projects worldwide for a proof-of-concept of a hydrogen-based society; our vision is now

recognised to be based on technologies that have been viably demonstrated.

Hydrogen can create signi�cant bene�ts for the energy system, the environment, and the global economy. Large-scale investment in

massive deployment of hydrogen technologies will build a bridge to the future – a sustainable society.”

Why should governments around the world put hydrogen at the heart of COVID-19 recovery plans?

“The COVID-19 pandemic has a serious impact on the global economy: the International Monetary Fund (IMF) forecasts that global

growth is set to decrease by 4.9 percent in 2020. At the same time, the International Energy Agency (IEA) revealed the drastic reduction

of carbon emissions and energy demand during the �rst half of 2020. In the course of a return to “business as usual”, economic recovery

packages should be designed to “build back better”. While opinions may differ on recovery approaches around the world, none of us

wish to come out of this crisis only to stumble into the next, which could very well be the climate crisis. Dramatic changes are needed in

the ways we produce, distribute and store energy around the world, and right now we have a truly unique opportunity.”

Why is the Hydrogen Council best positioned to unite the hydrogen industry worldwide and make this the Decade of Hydrogen?
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