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WASHINGTON, D.C. – The American Iron and Steel Institute’s (AISI) Board of Directors today elected Leon Topalian,

president and CEO of Nucor Corporation, to serve as chairman of the Institute for a two-year term.

“Leon Topalian is one of the global steel industry’s most in�uential leaders and a vocal advocate for the American

steel industry. AISI’s aggressive engagement on key steel industry issues will continue to grow by leaps and bounds
under his direction,” said Kevin Dempsey, president and CEO of AISI. “Leon has fought hard for the interests of the

industry and our workers, and I am con�dent that under his leadership we will continue to achieve success for AISI

members and the industry as a whole.”

Topalian takes over the role from John Brett, CEO of ArcelorMittal North America, who has chaired AISI since March

of 2020. The election and announcement took place at AISI’s Board of Directors meeting held at AISI headquarters
and also virtually today.

“This is a critical time for the American steel industry. We are the cleanest and most energy-ef�cient of the major

steel industries around the world, but we continue to face challenges from massive global overcapacity driven by

foreign government trade-distorting policies. We need to speak with one voice as an industry if we are to achieve

our industry’s key policy objectives, including, among other things, securing signi�cant new federal infrastructure

investment that prioritizes the use of clean American-made steel and combatting foreign trade actors who continue
to dump their subsidized steel in our market. I am grateful to my fellow Board members for placing their trust in me

to lead the Institute on these and other issues. I look forward to working with my AISI colleagues to ensure the

American steel industry remains a strong and vibrant part of the American economy,” said Topalian.

AISI also announced that Brett was elected vice-chairman of AISI; and Chuck Schmitt, president of SSAB Americas,

was re-elected as vice-chairman.

#####

Contact: Lisa Harrison

202.452.7115 / lharrison@steel.org

AISI serves as the voice of the American steel industry in the public policy arena and advances the case for steel in the

marketplace as the preferred material of choice. AISI also plays a lead role in the development and application of new

steels and steelmaking technology. AISI’s membership is comprised of integrated and electric arc furnace steelmakers, and

associate members who are suppliers to or customers of the steel industry. For more news about steel and its applications,
view AISI’s website at www.steel.org. Follow AISI on Facebook or Twitter (@AISISteel).
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