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C12.3

(C12.3) Do you engage in activities that could either directly or indirectly influence public policy on
climate-related issues through any of the following?
Direct engagement with policy makers
Trade associations
Funding research organizations
Other

C12.3a

(C12.3a) On what issues have you been engaging directly with policy makers?

Focus of
legislation

Corporate
position

Details of engagement Proposed
legislative
solution

Other,
please
specify
(Action on
climate
change)

Support Signed business proposals in view of a 2015 international climate change
agreement at COP 21 in Paris and thereby engaged with policy makers in
support of an ambitious climate agreement. Our CEO was one of the
signatories of the letter of 43 CEO’s to world leaders urging for climate action
in the run up to the UNFCCC Cop21 negotiations which lead to the Paris
Agreement end 2015. AkzoNobel has also been working with the WBCSD a
global, CEO-led organization together to accelerate the transition to a
sustainable world. Along with the members of the organization AkzoNobel
has participated in circular economy as a new way of looking at the
relationships between markets, customers and natural resources

Reach an
agreement
that will
limit
increases
in global
average
temperatur
e to 2°C or
less above
preindustri
al levels.

Energy
efficiency

Support AkzoNobel has been actively involved in the preparations of the Dutch
national Energy Agreement between government, business and society. This
Energy Agreement set ambitious goals for the period 2014-2023 regarding
renewable energy, energy efficiency and CO2-reduction. AkzoNobel has
actively promoted the implementation of the agreed targets of the Dutch
National Energy Agreement for Sustainable Growth from 2013 – an
agreement between government, business and NGO’s, which sets ambitious
goals for the period 2014-2023 regarding renewable energy, energy
efficiency and CO2-reduction . We have entered into three specific
agreements with Dutch government on increasing our own energy efficiency

Goals for
the period
2014-2023
regarding
renewable
energy,
energy
efficiency
and CO2-
reduction.

Cap and
trade

Support We are actively engaging with policy makers on the implementation of the
third phase of the European Emission Trading Scheme. In the UK we are
also involved in the roll-out of the Carbon reduction Commitment. We
advocate global cap-and-trade mechanisms to provide a level playing field
and accelerate transition towards a low carbon economy.

Third
phase of
European
Emission
Trading
Scheme

C12.3b

(C12.3b) Are you on the board of any trade associations or do you provide funding beyond
membership?
Yes

C12.3c
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(C12.3c) Enter the details of those trade associations that are likely to take a position on climate
change legislation.

Trade association
VNCI (The Association of the Dutch Chemical Industry)

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Consistent

Please explain the trade association’s position
VNCI advocates a worldwide level playing field for energy cost. VNCI published a road map to reduce
carbon emissions from the chemical industry by 40% in 2030. AkzoNobel actively participated in this.

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
Yes, by participating in working groups and via the board. AkzoNobel has actively advocated for and
achieved a more pro-active approach of VNCI on energy-efficiency as well as renewable energy like
bio-steam. We also led efforts to make better use of residual heat of industry for heating the buildings in
neighboring residential areas.

Trade association
CEPE

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Consistent

Please explain the trade association’s position
AkzoNobel has taken the lead in building a joint eco-footprint database for the coatings industry in
Europe through CEPE, the European Coatings Association. . AkzoNobel has joined efforts with CEPE
and other coatings manufaturers to participate in the EU-PEF pilot in order to develop a PEFCR (PRC)
for decorative paints as well as test the new EU methodology for footprinting (PEF), creating a basis for
a robust environmental benchmark of paints in Europe The PEFCR will be finalized in Q4 2017.. CEPE
will continue to encourage its members to progress or adopt recognized best practice in the
management of environmental and health & safety issues. So far, these environmental regulations and
programs have focused on indicators that monitor specific environmental aspects associated with the
production and marketing of paints and printing inks. Whilst these aspects continue to be of importance,
CEPE members will be encouraged in future to also identify and analyse the broader environmental
effects of their products (carbon footprint, water usage etc.) over the entire product’s Life Cycle (from
cradle to grave). This in support to wider sustainability initiatives like Green Public Procurement and
Green Building. The association expresses support for clear and substantial emissions-reduction goals,
such as the use of Life Cycle Thinking (LCT) to understand the environmental impact and benefits of
their products and their performance characteristics, identifying opportunities to reduce the
environmental impact of products or processes throughout the life cycle; identifying opportunities to
innovate to deliver more environmental benefits, providing industry with agreed methodologies for
establishing Life Cycle Inventory (LCI) data for Paints and Printing Inks to facilitate fair comparisons,
etc. Furthermore they aim to cooperate with regulatory authorities at the European level in a positive
way to support the development of sustainable best practices and guidelines. Information extracted from
the CEPE sustainability charter (http://www.cepe.org/EPUB/easnet.dll/ExecReq/Page?
eas:template_im=100087&eas:dat_im=105FEF)

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
AkzoNobel is leading the PEF/LCI activity within CEPE.

Trade association
CEFIC

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Consistent

Please explain the trade association’s position
Cefic initiated a roadmap to explore the impact, opportunities and risks of various energy and
technology development scenarios for the European chemical industry in the timeframe from 2020 to
2050. Among the key findings from this report: “It is essential that the energy and climate policy
framework in the EU stimulates sustainable and efficient growth. Under these conditions, innovations
and breakthrough technologies that can mitigate global emissions will deliver their full potential. A stable
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and predictable policy framework, dynamic enough to adapt to a changing global energy and climate
policy outlook, will create increased certainty for business to undertake the path to a more energy
efficient and low carbon future.” (http://www.cefic.org/Documents/PolicyCentre/Energy-Roadmap-
European-chemistry-for-growth-Full-report.pdf)

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
We focus on opportunities for products/ technologies in this forum. Regarding energy & climate we
actively advocate - a less critical stance of Cefic against renewable energy - making energy efficiency
one of the focus points for the successor of the EU RD&I Horizon2020 program.

Trade association
American Chemistry Council

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Mixed

Please explain the trade association’s position
ACC accepts basic climate science as the foundation for discussion of climate change policy and
expresses limited support for Significant Climate Action.

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
We support a more progressive stance of ACC on climate change and mitigating measures.

Trade association
VEMW

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Consistent

Please explain the trade association’s position
With the signing of the Energy Agreement for Sustainable Growth, VEMW stands for an ambitious policy
aimed at reducing CO 2 emissions, increasing energy efficiency and deploying renewable energy
without hampering economic growth. CO 2 must be the leading objective in European and Dutch policy.
VEMW advocates a stimulus instrument that enables efficient and efficient deployment of resources
such as the SDE scheme.

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
AkzoNobel has initiated and taken the lead in a multi-company initiative to develop a new strategy for
VEMW based on opportunities and the contribution that energy intensive industries can make to act on
climate. This initiative hads been substantiated in a study which was offered to the Dutch Ministry of
Economic Affairs and which forms the basis for an intensive dialogue between the industry and
government as well as in a subsequent study by McKinsey to substantiate potential environmental and
economic gains and the necessary policy changes required. This is a significant move as VEMW has
been one of the most conservative Dutch industry associations, focused solely on cost-competitiveness,
into an organization taking a pro-active stance on sustainable economic

Trade association
EU Salt

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Consistent

Please explain the trade association’s position
In view of 2030 and longer-term 2050 objectives, the salt industry calls on for realistic, achievable
targets be established, which promote an integrated approach of climate and energy challenges. We
need to ensure that 2030 targets are compatible and compose a coherent framework that will work
towards a sustainable and competitive economy. One of the essential drives of the 2030 framework
shall then lie in innovation.

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
With all the expertise from our Salt operations in the specialty chemicals business area, we advocate for
better use of energy and reduction of fossil fuel in order to reduce CO2 emission rates.
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Trade association
VCI

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Inconsistent

Please explain the trade association’s position
The German Chemical Industry Association (VCI) is actively and negatively lobbying EU climate change
policy. VCI’s support for a globally binding UN Treaty on climate change is juxtaposed by concerns for
competitiveness and deindustrialization. In addition, VCI appears to oppose unilateral EU action to
reduce emissions. Evidence indicates that VCI has lobbied against EU energy efficiency targets in 2012
and reform of the EU Emissions Trading Scheme to increase its effectiveness in 2014. The VCI also
appears to have argued for the exemption of energy intensive industries from a tax to fund renewable
energy development in Germany, it has opposed the German Energiewende (energy transformation)
and has lobbied for an increased role for shale gas in the energy mix

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
We are active frontrunners in this very conservative association. We stimulate a more ambitious agenda
aimed for reduction of CO2 emissions and use of renewable energy.

Trade association
CBI

Is your position on climate change consistent with theirs?
Mixed

Please explain the trade association’s position
The Confederation of British Industry (CBI) is actively lobbying climate change policy with broadly
positive although sometimes mixed support. In 2017 CBI urged the UK to raise its ambition to meet
global and domestic emissions targets and in 2016 encouraged a speedy ratification of the Paris
Agreement. Furthermore, the Confederation of British Industry supports 2030 greenhouse gas emission
targets in the UK and EU. Regarding the EU, CBI appears to prioritize the EU ETS, supporting limited
reforms to improve the schemes effectiveness, at the expense of 2030 energy efficiency and renewable
targets. Contrastingly, evidence suggests CBI urged UK policymakers to support British energy
efficiency standards in 2016 and renewable energy legislation in 2015. CBI’s former Director-General
John Cridland, publicly criticized the UK government in 2015 for weakening renewables and energy
efficiency legislation. CBI prominently advocated for the UK carbon price floor to be frozen throughout
2014 and lobbied the UK government in 2016 to continue the freeze, albeit whilst simultaneously
publicly supporting the long-term continuation of the scheme. CBI have urged the UK government to
quicken the UK’s transition to a low-carbon economy in a 2016 letter to policymakers as well as in a
major report released in 2017. Evidence suggests policy positions in favor of the electrification of
transportation and the substitution of coal with gas. However, despite this support CBI have consistently
advocated for fossil fuel subsidies and increased unconventional gas production, also supporting the
opening of a new English coal mine in 2016.

How have you, or are you attempting to, influence the position?
AkzoNobel participates in this association challenging members to abide to COP21 standards and join
efforts towards UN Sustainable Development Goals. In the UK, we consolidated our manufacturing
activities from Slough and Prudhoe into a new, state-of-the-art greenfield plant in Ashington. All of this
construction is based on new, more efficient paint manufacturing technology. We encourage other
associates to follow our lead towards a more efficient energy consumption standard.

C12.3d

(C12.3d) Do you publicly disclose a list of all research organizations that you fund?
Yes
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C12.3e

(C12.3e) Provide details of the other engagement activities that you undertake.

AkzoNobel actively engages on the topics of sustainability and climate change on a regular basis with a
wide range of stakeholders. In addition to regular contacts with government officials most of our efforts are
aimed at engaging in policy making through trade organizations such as the VNO, VNCI, Cefic, CEPE,
ACC, etc. We believe that joint activity will create a bigger impact than doing it as an individual company.
 Our CEO was one of the signatories of the letter of 43 CEO’s to world leaders urging for climate action in
the run up to the UNFCCC Cop21 negotiations which lead to the Paris Agreement end 2015.   

Government  

In the Netherlands AkzoNobel has actively engaged in a business dialogue with the Ministry of Economic
Affairs on the energy intensive industry with a view to promote more sustainable industry and create the
right conditions for low carbon technologies and a biobased economy. As part of the Dutch
‘Energieakkoord’, a pact between the Dutch government and over 40 public and private groups which
aims to reduce energy consumption, increase the share of renewable energy and create jobs, AkzoNobel
signed three individual agreements with the Dutch government. Two of them, for Hengelo and Delfzijl,
recognize the innovative use of waste heat. The third agreement recognizes an investment in new “zero
gap” technology which increases the efficiency of the company’s chlorine plant in Rotterdam. The annual
energy saving is equivalent to the electricity consumption of 26,000 Dutch households   In the framework
of the Dutch Sustainable Growth Coalition (DSGC), AkzoNobel and the other 7 companies which are – like
AkzoNobel – high ranking in the different DJSI-categories, have actively engaged in promoting the circular
economy and have presented a publication at their annual meeting on successful circular economy
projects and business models..   

  Sustainability organizations 

 We are members and actively engage in activities with the World Business Council for Sustainable
Development (WBCSD). We co-chaired the WBCSD Chemicals Sector Reaching Full Potential working
group. This was finalized in 2016, along with an Energy Efficiency in Buildings (EEB) project. The focus of
this assignment was to collect and disseminate the learnings of all the regional EEB projects organized
during the last three years. This knowledge was then shared through our networks and via our partners to
support and speed up the realization of more energy efficient buildings.   We are also actively participating
in a WBCSD lead project called “Sustainable Product Portfolio Management”. The WBCSD chemicals
cluster group are developing guidelines for how companies can address their full portfolio from a
sustainability perspective in order to be able to steer the portfolio towards more sustainable and less
climate impacting products.  We participate in the Low Carbon Technology Partnerships Initiative (LCTPi)
for Chemicals and Energy Efficient Buildings which has identified opportunities to accelerate carbon
reductions by 2030.  We actively engage with Forum for the future and peers on the Sustainable Shipping
Initiative – which includes climate impacts.   

Standards organizations  

Furthermore we are involved with ISO and Green House Gas Protocol standardisation for both product
and company climate gas reporting as well as ISO standards for monetization of environmental impact.
We have achieved the first carbon credits for the international shipping industry together with The Gold
Standard Foundation. (http://hugin.info/130660/R/1781365/609445.pdf) For reporting we seek
simple/robust processes which support and drive performance improvement, rather than complex,
administration-heavy systems.


